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Job 35 is part of Elihu’s rebuke of Job.


Elihu is the only person in the whole book who is never rebuked.

So we should probably take Elihu’s voice as the voice of wisdom.

Elihu’s point is that Job is wrong to think that God “owes” him.

Many cry out to God – many cry out because of their troubles,


but God does not hear an empty cry.

What is the sort of cry that God hears?


Elihu says that the problem is that none says,



“Where is God my Maker, who gives songs in the night,




who teaches us more than the beasts of the earth




and makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens?”


In other words, 


if you cry out in pride, then do not be surprised when God does not answer.



If you say to God, “You owe me an answer,”



do not be surprised if God is silent.

The question is not “God, why have you done this?”

The proper question is “God, when will you come to me?”

Job 35 speaks of God giving songs in the night.


Psalm 77 speaks in verse 2 about how he reaches out to God in the night,



and in verse 6 about how he remembers his song in the night.

The proper way to cry out to God is expressed in Psalm 77,



so let us respond to Elihu by singing Psalm 77 “I Cried Aloud to God for Help”

(Then read Acts 16:6-40)
It may well be that Paul and Silas were singing Psalm 77.


It is almost certain that they were singing Psalms,



since those were the hymns that they would have known best.


And in those days it was common for faithful Jews 

to memorize vast portions of the Psalter.


There are still places in the Christian church 

where you are required to memorize the whole Psalter in order to be ordained!

But Psalm 77 expresses the sort of faithful crying out to God

that Elihu had said was so rare in his day.

The Psalmist seeks the LORD in the day of trouble. (v2)
And Asaph wonders, “will the LORD spurn forever, and never again be favorable?” (v7)

Certainly Paul and Silas could have wondered the same.


Was this going to be the end of the road for them?

But Asaph concludes “I will remember the deeds of the LORD.”

When you wonder whether God has forgotten you,



remember the deeds of the Lord!


And even as Psalm 77 concludes by meditating on the Exodus,



so also we can meditate on generation after generation of God’s faithfulness.

And even so, Paul and Silas could sing hymns to God,


knowing that whatever happened to them, God would be faithful to his promises.

I’ve titled this sermon,

“How to Use Your Citizenship” because this passage deals with two citizenships—



Paul’s Roman citizenship and his heavenly citizenship.

In Acts 15 we saw that the Jerusalem Council determined 

that Gentiles do not need to become Jews in order to become Christians.

Gentiles do not need to embrace the Mosaic covenant,



rather they need to live according to the Noahic covenant.

They should abstain from sexual immorality, idolatry, and blood (including things strangled).

But the fundamental point is that Gentiles do not need to become Jews,

and for that matter, Jews do not need to become Gentiles.

Rather, Christians – all Christians –

are to be different from the nations around them.

If you are a Jew, you cannot be like other Jews, 

because your life is oriented around Jesus the Messiah.

The story is not an Israel-centered story, but a Messiah-centered story.

And if you are a Gentile, you cannot be like other Gentiles,


because your life is also oriented around Jesus the Messiah.

And Paul’s missionary journeys demonstrate how this is to work out in the life of the church. 

Just to remind you, the book of Acts is structured around Acts 1:8



You will receive power from on high,




and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.


We are in part three of the book of Acts – 



the gospel is going forth to the end of the earth
through the three missionary journeys of the apostle Paul.

(Acts 13-14 set forth the first journey in central Turkey;


Acts 16-18 cover the second journey mainly in Macedonia and Greece;


Acts 19-20 cover the third journey focused on Ephesus.)
1. The Trinitarian Call to Macedonia (16:6-10)
I’d like for you to notice how Luke sets up Paul’s second missionary journey (chs 16-18).


This journey will take him through much of modern day Turkey and Greece.


But virtually all of the ‘action’ in these chapters occurs in Greece 

(in ancient times the northern part of Greece was called Macedonia).

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,

having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia.

And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia,


but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.
Notice that it is the Holy Spirit that forbids them to speak the word in Asia


(Asia was a Roman province in northwest modern-day Turkey).

And it is the Spirit of Jesus that did not allow them to go into Bithynia.

So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas.


And a vision appeared to Paul in the night:



a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying,



‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’

And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia,


concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
So when the Holy Spirit forbids them to speak in Asia,

and the Spirit of Jesus does not allow them to go into Bithynia,

Paul and his companions conclude that this vision is from God,



who is calling them to preach the gospel in Macedonia.

There is a clear Trinitarian structure to this.

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus



who leads his people as he had promised.


And this leading is none other than the calling of God.

It is also worth noting that Luke says “we” in verses 10-17 (returns in 20:5-21:17, 27:1-28:16),

suggesting that Luke may have joined Paul in Troas,

and also that Luke may have been left behind in Philippi to instruct the converts.
2. The Conversion of Lydia (16:11-15)
So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace,

and the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi,

Why Philippi?

Macedonia had a small Jewish population.

There was a substantial Jewish population in Thessaloniki,



but Philippi did not even have a synagogue.

Paul appears to have chosen Philippi (as Luke says)

simply because it was the leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony.
He had been called by the Spirit of Jesus 

to come to this (literally) God-forsaken place,



and so he came.

And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, 

where we supposed there was a place of prayer.
When there were not enough Jews to form a synagogue,

they would usually gather for prayer.

Paul and Silas knew this tradition, so they went out to the riverside,

sat down and spoke to the women who had come together.
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira,

a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God.


This indicates that she is a Gentile convert to Judaism (a God-fearer).


She appears to be well-to-do, since she is involved in the purple goods trade



(and purple was a rare and expensive color).


She is probably a widow – since she has her own household.

Luke tells us that The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.


Here you see the work of God in drawing Lydia to himself.

As Jesus said, “no one comes to me unless the Father draws him.” (John 6:44)
But it is worthwhile to note that the first convert in Europe is a woman.


Luke frequently draws our attention to the importance of women in the church.


And after she was baptized, and her household as well, 


she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,




come to my house and stay.’


And she prevailed upon us. (16:15)

The church in Philippi began in the household of Lydia.

When it says that she was baptized with her household,



it reflects the household orientation of those days.


When the head of household converted, the whole household followed.


(It would be considered an act of rebellion to refuse –



and rebellion did happen then – as now)


And so Lydia and her household were baptized –


which would include any children, servants, and other dependents.

But having believed the message that Paul preached,

she recognizes that this message requires an entire reorientation of her life


around her new identity in Christ – and her new community, the church.

So she invites Paul and Silas (and their entourage) to stay in her house.

If you have believed the apostolic teaching,


if the Lord has opened your heart to what was said by Paul,


then you, too, are called to devote your life – all that you are, and all that you have –



to the service of Christ.

3. The Exorcism of the Slave Girl (16:16-18)
Luke then says that as we were going to the place of prayer, 

we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination

(literally, a “python spirit” – no doubt a reference to the Greek god Apollo,



who allegedly had killed the great Python and so taken the powers of the serpent).


Her powers of fortune-telling brought her owners much gain.
She followed Paul and us, crying out,

These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.
And Paul becomes annoyed at this.

Why?

Isn’t this free advertising?

Well, yes – and yes, she is speaking the truth,


but this sort of advertising is not glorifying to God –


it is glorifying to Apollo!

Because this is his prophetess who is announcing the message.
For Paul to take advantage of this sort of advertising,

would be like the church today hiring Paris Hilton to be our spokesperson.

She is no doubt capable of saying the right words,


but the message that would conveyed would be entirely misleading.

We are not looking for cheap publicity.
And so Paul turns and says to the spirit,


I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.


And it came out that very hour.
We see here a classic power encounter between God and Apollo.

Paul wants to make it clear that the name of Jesus can silence Apollo.
4. Paul and Silas Beaten and Imprisoned (16:19-24)
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone,

they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers.

And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said,


These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city.


They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.
We know from the end of the passage that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens.

Why didn’t Paul say, “we are Roman citizens”?


That would have shut their enemies up really fast!

This is where we begin to see that Paul does not think of himself primarily as a Roman citizen.

Paul is a Christian.

He will not invoke his Roman citizenship to avoid suffering for Christ.



He endures the beating and humiliation 

because he understands that a servant must be like his master.


He will only invoke his Roman citizenship 

when it will serve to further the cause of the gospel.
5. The Conversion of the Philippian Jailer (16:25-34)
And so Paul and Silas find themselves in prison –

their feet fastened in stocks – 

no doubt a very uncomfortable way to spend the night!

But Paul and Silas respond to this by “praying and singing hymns to God.”

Some of you have experienced insomnia or pain that keeps you up at night.

In the midst of your distress, how do you respond?


I would urge you to develop the response of Paul and Silas!


In the middle of the night, when you cannot sleep, pray and sing!

You don’t have to like what you are enduring—



I can’t imagine that Paul and Silas were enjoying their prison—



but you are called to endure all suffering with a view to the glory 

that comes through participation in the sufferings of Christ.

Psalm 77:4 says “You hold my eyelids open; I am so troubled that I cannot speak.”


Are there nights when God holds your eyelids open?


When God keeps your eyes from slumber, 



take the time to remember your song in the night—



the song of God’s faithfulness to his people in times of trouble.


It all has to do with understanding our citizenship.

Are we citizens of this earthly city,


or are we a part of the heavenly city?


If we see that we are a part of the household of God,



then we can endure the woes of this age with our eyes fixed firmly on Christ.

And such is the courage and conviction of Paul and Silas’s faith

that “the prisoners were listening to them.”

They heard Paul and Silas singing songs like Psalm 77,

and such was the power of that message that the prisoners all followed Paul and Silas.

Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken.
And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfastened.

When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open,


he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,


supposing that the prisoners had escaped.
The jailer was responsible for the prisoners,

so if they escaped, it was his life for theirs.

But Paul cried with a loud voice,


Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.
Apparently the prisoners were not only “listening” to Paul and Silas’s singing,


they were also “hearing” the message.

They recognized a power in these songs 

that kept them from running away when they had the opportunity.

Why didn’t Paul and Silas run?


If you were in prison for the sake of the gospel,



and God sent an earthquake to set you free,



wouldn’t you tend to run?


Once again, we need to see that Paul is focused on his heavenly citizenship.



He is not afraid of the Roman authorities.



He will abide by the laws of the land –



even when they are being unjustly applied to him!


It would do no good for the sake of the gospel


if he were branded as a fugitive from the law.


Further, if he runs, his actions would result in the death of the jailer.



Love of God and man demands that he stay.


His heavenly citizenship drives the way he lives.

When the jailer brought them out, his first response is to ask,

Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
It is unlikely that the Philippian jailer had any significant understanding of who Paul was.

He no doubt had heard the slave girl (“these men are servants of the Most High God,



who proclaim to you the way of salvation.”),



so he knew that they proclaimed a message of salvation – of deliverance.


Having witnessed the earthquake and the apostles’ response,



the jailer knows that he wants to be part of whatever it is 

that Paul and Silas are doing.



He has witnessed the power of the God of Paul and Silas,




a power that not only freed them,




but also showed kindness to him by sparing his life.

In the ancient world this sort of kindness demands a response.

And so the jailer asks, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?


How can I participate in what you have?
The jailer asks, “what must I do to be saved?” but Paul answers in another way.

He does not give a list of things to do.

Salvation is not first and foremost about morality.


It is not something that you “do.”
Rather, he says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.
What does it mean that they spoke the “word of the Lord” to him?

We have been told repeatedly in the book of Acts what is the “word of the Lord”



that Paul and Silas spoke.


They would tell the story of Abraham, Moses and David,



and show how this whole history of Israel was leading up to the Christ.

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds;


and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.

Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them.

And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.
The apostles made sure that their converts understood the gospel –

that they had believed the word of the Lord –



but then they baptize them right away.

After all, baptism signals their transition from their old community to the new humanity in Christ

from darkness to light

from wrath to blessing.

Baptism is not about what we do.
Baptism is about what God does.


You don’t have to prove anything to be baptized.

We don’t make you wait for months to make sure that you are “really” saved.

No, baptism marks you as one who belongs to God.

And it also marks your household.

Notice verse 34:



“he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.”


This is a very normal way for ancient people to talk.


They rejoice because he believed. 


They may not have heard much about this Jesus thing,



but when the head of household converts,



the whole household comes with him (unless they wish to rebel against him).

There are stories even from recent decades on the mission field in tribal cultures


where a tribal chief will convert, and the whole tribe will convert with him.

Are these conversions genuine?

Of course! (for the most part!)
It’s a different social system than we are used to –

but we should remember that from a biblical standpoint,



ours is the “strange” social system!


This individualistic approach to life where the household is ignored



would be utterly foreign to the apostles!

6. Paul and Silas Invoke Their Roman Citizenship (16:35-40)

Verses 35-40 then bring us to our conclusion:

The magistrates tell the jailer to release the prisoners.


But Paul says,



They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned,




men who are Roman citizens,




and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly?



No! Let them come themselves and take us out!
Only now does Paul appeal to his Roman citizenship.


Why does he wait so long?

If his only concern was getting out of jail,


he would have run after the earthquake.

If his only concern was avoiding a beating,


he would have played the Roman citizen card the day before.

If he didn’t want to cause trouble,


he would have accepted the quiet release.

But Paul is concerned for none of these things.

Paul wants to further the preaching of the gospel.


All of his moves in chapter 16 make sense only in the light of Paul’s two citizenships.
Paul is using his Roman citizenship to further the agenda of the city of God.

He was willing to accept a beating for the sake of Christ.


And now that unjust suffering gives him leverage 

which he can use for the saints in Philippi.


So the magistrates now come to the prison,


apologized for their error, 



and politely request them to leave.

And Paul and Silas take their sweet time about leaving!

They stop first to visit Lydia and encourage the brothers.


No doubt one of those brothers was Luke –



since “they” depart, leaving the author of Acts behind.

We are citizens of a heavenly city.
We are members of a new family.
The Jerusalem Council has said that Gentiles do not need to become Jews,

and that Jews do not need to become Gentiles.

But all of us – Jew and Gentile alike –


must put on Christ.

We are baptized into his body – the church –

so that we might be made brethren.

And this means that we must use all that we have and all that we are 

in the service of Christ and his kingdom, the church. 
How do you use your American citizenship for the sake of the kingdom of God?

By remembering that your king is not George, but Jesus.


Your participation in civic life is not about making America great,



but is about how you can extend the kingdom of Jesus in your neighborhood.


And sometimes that may mean being silent.


Like Paul, who took a beating for the sake of the gospel,



because he saw that now was not the time to make a political point.

Are you driven by the kingdom of God?

Is your political agenda oriented around the throne of Jesus? 


The details of what this will look like will vary depending on your circumstances.


But as we head into another election cycle,


don’t allow the hype to make you forget that you a citizen of the city of God,


and that your sojourn here is for the benefit of that city!
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