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“I have many in this city.”


Jesus said that about Corinth.


But it is true of South Bend, Niles, Mishawaka, Benton Harbor, Granger,



and every other city in this region.


It is true of LaPorte and Hillsdale.

Why are we here?


Why are you living in the Michiana area?


You may think that you are here because your career brought you here.

That may be true.


But that is not why you are here.


You are here because God brought you here.


And he brought you here together at this time for a reason.



Or perhaps for several reasons.


But there is one reason that our text today makes clear.

He brought you here so that you might advance the gospel of Christ in this region.

Consider Aquila and Priscilla.
Introduction: Paul Meets Aquila and Priscilla at Corinth (18:1-4)
Aquila and Priscilla play an important role in chapter 18.

They meet Paul in Corinth in verse 2.


They travel with Paul to Ephesus in verse 19.


And there they instruct Apollos in “the way of God.”

Aquila is a Jew who is native to Pontus (from northern Turkey along the Black Sea).


He and his wife had recently come to Corinth from Italy,



since Claudius had recently ordered the Jews to leave Rome.

The Roman historian Suetonius tells us that Claudius ordered the Jews to leave Rome 


around the year 49


because the Jews were being disorderly,



and the instigator (according to Suetonius)



was someone named “Chrestos.”

It is easy to see how the internal debates about the “Christos” in the Jewish synagogues in Rome

could easily have led the Roman authorities to believe that this “Chrestos”



was the instigator!

It is not clear whether Aquila and Priscilla were already Christians (most likely they were),

but it is clear that Paul specifically went to see them when he came to Corinth.


Why did Aquila and Priscilla come to Corinth?



No doubt they had good business reasons for coming to Corinth.


But God had another reason for it!

Priscilla and Aquila are referred to three times in Paul’s epistles.


In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians they send their greeting from Ephesus,



together with the church in their house (1 Cor 16:19),



suggesting that they are patrons of the church in Ephesus.


But in Romans (probably written a couple years after 1 Corinthians)



they are back in Rome again, 

once again hosting a church in their house (Rom 16:3)

And when Paul writes to Timothy (2 Tim 4:19) they are back in Ephesus again.

They are tentmakers – working with leather and canvas –

a trade that would be in demand in any ancient city.

Tentmakers were generally not among the elites in a city,


but Aquila and Priscilla appear to be wealthy enough 

to have a home large enough to host a church.

Apparently Paul was also a tentmaker.


This is the only time that we hear about Paul’s “secular” occupation.

So as long as Paul is alone in Corinth, he worked with Priscilla and Aquila,


and reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.
1. The Jewish Attitude toward Christ: Paul among the Jews at Corinth (18:5-8)
When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word,

testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.
This may suggest that Silas and Timothy were working to provide for the team,

while Paul now devoted himself entirely to preaching and teaching.

I should add a comment here about missionary support.

When you are trying to plant churches in a similar economic system


it can be useful to send a whole team (like Paul’s model).


So home missions – church planting “around here” – 



should generally be conducted by teams supporting their pastor.


Today we call that the “core group” –



and there are some elders who really enjoy moving to a new city 

in order to help plant a church there.

This model can also work overseas – if you are careful.

You don’t want to take jobs away from locals (that can harm the local economy).


But if you send a missionary team that includes people who can help the local economy,



that can be a very useful project.


If you work for a multinational corporation,


and you have an opportunity to move to a foreign city that needs churches,



then you could be part of a mission team.


Or for that matter, if you have skills in land or water usage,



you could be a very important part of a church planting team 

in a third world country.

But the purpose of these auxiliary roles is to further the preaching of the word –

both to free up the ministers so that they can preach and teach daily,


and also to assist in the preaching and teaching of the word.

There are times when it may be appropriate for churches in the US 

to support such an auxiliary role (especially in very poor countries), 
but ordinarily it should pay for itself (and help pay for the ministry of the word).
And when Paul is able to devote himself entirely to the preaching of the Word,


things begin to happen in Corinth.

He has been testifying to the Jews that the Messiah was Jesus.

And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them,


“Your blood be on your own heads!



I am innocent.


From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
I think sometimes we misunderstand what this means.

This does not mean that Paul will now ignore the Jews in Corinth.


Rather, it means that he is finished speaking in the synagogue.

As we will see from the following verses,

Paul continues to engage with the Jewish community.

But since the synagogue as a whole has refused to repent and believe in Jesus,


Paul will now turn the focus of his ministry toward developing a new community.


They synagogue could have been the center of that community,


if they had believed in Jesus.

But not any more.

And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus,

a worshiper of God.

By this title, Luke identifies Titius Justus as a Gentile God-fearer.


He had been attending the synagogue,



listening intently to Paul’s teaching.


And now he opens his house to become the first “church building” in Corinth.


Because here the new community that is oriented around Jesus will develop.

And Luke tells us that his house was next door to the synagogue.

Talk about a direct challenge to the Jewish leaders!


Paul walks out of the Jewish synagogue and goes right next door 


to the house of a Gentile God-fearer!
Remember what we saw back in chapter 10,

when Peter went to the house of Gentile God-fearer named Cornelius?

It was not permitted for Jews to enter the houses of Gentiles (even God-fearers).

So when Paul said that he would go to the Gentiles,



he meant that he – and all who believed in Jesus –



would demonstrate by their actions 

that Jesus has brought Jew and Gentile together in one new community.

And so he and Aquila and Priscilla and Silas and Timothy,


and all those who believed in Jesus,


marched out of the synagogue and walked into the house of a Gentile.

Only then are we told that Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord,

together with his entire household.
Crispus apparently only believed after witnessing this shocking departure.

He had presided over the vigorous debates,


allowing Paul to present his case week after week and day after day.


But apparently he hadn’t been convinced until now.
But now he had to choose.


Choose this day whom you will follow!


Will you stay comfortable in your traditional religious and cultural views?


Or will you follow Paul out of the synagogue –



will you follow Jesus outside the camp, where he suffered and died for you?

It may have even been that day.


As Paul pronounced the curse: “your blood be on your own heads!”



turned on his heel and marched out of the synagogue,



every head would have turned in surprise 

to see the most respected man in the building, 


Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue,



leave his place of honor to follow Paul.

And those by the windows would have gazed in horror as they saw their leader


walking towards the house of Titius Justus –


walking away from everything that he had ever loved –



because the Messiah was Jesus.

And as he stood there on the doorstep, we can only imagine what he must have thought:

If this is what the Messiah has called us to do, then we must do it!


If God has cleansed the Gentiles by faith, 

then who am I to stand on the doorstep and doubt?

And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.
Word spread that the new Jewish rabbi was teaching that Gentiles could be included 

in this new community.
Many Gentiles had great respect for Judaism because of its moral and ethical standards.


And so many Corinthians (Gentiles) heard, believed, and were baptized.
2. Jesus’ Attitude toward Corinth (18:9-11)
Verses 9-11 form an interesting interlude.

Luke could have just told us that Paul stayed in Corinth for 18 months.

Or he could have said that the Lord commanded Paul to stay in Corinth.

But Luke actually quotes the Lord Jesus here.


As such it breaks the action,



clearly dividing the passage.

And it is equally important to understand what Jesus is saying here.
Jesus speaks several times in the book of Acts.


That is because (as Acts 1:1 suggests)



the book of Acts is all about what Jesus continued to do and teach



by the power of the Holy Spirit working in the apostles.


Jesus’ first post-Pentecostal speech was in chapter 9 when he called Saul,


and then spoke to Ananias, 

telling him that Saul would take the gospel to the Gentiles, 

and that Jesus would show Saul, 

“how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” (9:4-16)


The second time was when Jesus told Peter to “Rise, kill and eat”


demonstrating that God had made the Gentiles clean.


Now, for a third time, Jesus speaks, urging Paul to stay in Corinth.

Pretty much every time Jesus speaks in the book of Acts,


it is regarding the Gentile mission.

Here, Paul has just said “From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

And now Jesus confirms this, saying, 



Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent,




for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you,




for I have many in this city who are my people.

This is why we read Joshua 1.

When Joshua entered the promised land,


the LORD said to Joshua, 



No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life.



Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.



I will not leave you or forsake you.



Be strong and courageous, 

for you shall cause this people to inherit the land 


that I swore to your fathers to give them.

Now Paul is embarking on a new conquest –


not a conquest by the sword, but by the living and powerful word of God.


And so the Lord speaks to him,


even as he had spoken to Joshua.

And he reminds Paul that “I have many in this city who are my people.”

Jesus says there are many in this city who are his people.


They are not yet believers.



They do not yet know that are Jesus’ people.


But if you preach the gospel to them, then they will know.
This must have been so freeing for Paul!

It wasn’t his job to turn them into Jesus’ people.

They were already Jesus’ people –



it was his job to call them, to teach them, to show them the way of Christ.

Even so this is liberating for us as we proclaim the gospel to this city!

Jesus has many people in Michiana.


So don’t worry about “trying to convert them.”

Rather, call them.


Speak to them with the voice of the good shepherd, and they will hear,



and they will come.

The key is found in verse 9:


Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent.

And quite frankly, that is primarily addressed to me.


Certainly all Christians share in the calling of speaking and not being silent.


But the Lord did not say this to every Christian.


He said this to Paul – and therefore to those who are called to continue 

Paul’s ministry of teaching and preaching the gospel.

As we’ll see next time, it is important for you to know the way of God thoroughly,

because like Priscilla and Aquila, 

you may need to correct some young whippersnapper of a preacher someday!

You are called to be light in the darkness.


You are called to live as the body of Christ.


You are called always to be ready with an answer 

for the one who asks about the hope that is in you.

So by all means, bring your unbelieving friends to church!


And if you think it would be better to start with an evangelistic bible study,


I’ll be happy to come to your home to meet with your friends!

Jesus says that he has people in this city.


As we proclaim Christ, we will find them!
3. The Roman Attitude toward Christ: Paul before Gallio the Proconsul (18:12-17)
But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, 

the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, saying



This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.

It is not likely that the Jews were thinking of the law of Moses here.

This is called a “united attack” – and it seems to come toward the end of the 18 months,



so it is likely premeditated.


And if it is premeditated, 

then they know that a Roman magistrate is unlikely to be sympathetic.

So it seems that their case is that Paul is leading a new religion,


contrary to Roman law.

In other words, this would be a similar argument to the one made in Thessalonica.
But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews 

(in other words, Gallio didn’t even wait for a defense),


If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews,



I would have reason to accept your complaint.


But since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law,



see to it yourselves.


I refuse to be a judge of these things.
We know little about Gallio.


We have a clear inscription that places him as proconsul of Achaia for about a year 

(summer of 51 until the summer of 52).


So we can date this episode rather precisely to that year!

Gallio had been around long enough to hear about the Jewish debates.


He knew already (without hearing anymore) 
that he had no wish to become embroiled in them.

Every religion has its internal debates and divisions.

If the proconsul had to get involved every time there was a religious debate,



he would have no time to do anything else!

And he drove them from the tribunal.
And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal.

But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.

There is an interesting sequel to this.


Sosthenes is said to be “the ruler of the synagogue” 

now that Crispus, the former synagogue ruler is a Christian.


1 Corinthians is written by Paul…and our brother Sosthenes.

It is entirely possible that there were two different Sosthenes.


But it is also possible that after receiving this beating at the hands of the Corinthians,



Sosthenes repented and turned to Jesus.

Conclusion: Paul Takes Priscilla and Aquila to Ephesus (18:18-23)
After this, Paul stayed many days longer 
and then took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, 
and with him Priscilla and Aquila.
At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.

This is an odd statement.

It is a reminder that Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles,


is still a Jew.


Numbers 6 explains that when a person takes a vow, 


devoting themselves to the Lord,



then he (or she) shall let his or her hair grow for the entire period of the vow,




and then at the end of the vow, he shall shave his head.

We don’t often think about vows today.


We reserve vows for marriage, military service, or church membership.

But we don’t usually take them in other contexts.


Paul shows us here that it can be appropriate to take a vow like the Nazrite vow



of Numbers 6.

Verses 19-21 foreshadow the coming chapters:

And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there, 
but he himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.

When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined.

But on taking leave of them he said,


I will return to you if God wills,



and he set sail from Ephesus.

Priscilla and Aquila are left in Ephesus to help organize the church there,


but Paul has completed his vow of service,


and so returns to Antioch.

When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church,
and then went down to Antioch.

After spending some time there, 
he departed and went from one place to the next 
through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples.
Galatia and Phrygia are the regions where Paul had traveled during his first missionary journey.

So now he spends time retracing his steps and encouraging the churches there.

Church planting is hard work.

Our church planting in LaPorte or Hillsdale is hardly worthy of the name.

We draw together a congregation of like-minded folks 

who desire Reformed preaching and worship.


Our work is more like the encouraging and strengthening ministry of Paul!

But in these cities of southern Michigan and northern Indiana are many of Jesus’ people.


Yes, we need to strengthen the disciples and develop strong communities,



but we can never forget that Jesus has many people in this city.


And so we need to pray and work towards preaching the gospel to the whole city,


so that Jesus’ people will hear, believe and be baptized!
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