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Introduction: The Road to Jerusalem and the Road to Rome (19:21-22)

In the book of Acts you don’t much about “Christianity.”

You hear about “the Way.”


You could also translate that “the road” or “the path”



or for that matter, “the journey.”


In Greek (as in English) the word “way” can refer either to a literal road,



or to a metaphorical road as in a “way of life.”

We talk about the “straight and narrow” – they talked about the “straight road” 


to speak of a right way of living.

Where are you headed?
What journey are you on?

What path, what road do you walk?

Do you feel like you are running headlong down five different paths?

The Christian faith is a way. 


It is a way of life – a path of life.


It includes what you believe and how you live.

And Demetrius, of all people, is the one who ironically teaches us 

how important this is in Acts 19.

You are not running headlong down five different paths –

at least, you had better not be!

There is one Way that leads to life 

and every aspect of your life is to find its coherence in that one way.
That is why Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” (John 14:6)
The bookends of our passage today are Paul’s declared intent to go to Jerusalem and then Rome


and then Paul’s actual journey – on his way to Syria.

He starts off at Ephesus (southwestern Turkey).


His goal is to go east and south to Jerusalem.


He winds up going north and west to Greece, Macedonia and then northwestern Turkey.

If his goal is to get to Jerusalem he is going in the wrong direction!

Obviously Paul has other business that he must accomplish before he goes to Jerusalem.

And yet Luke chooses to record here 


that Paul set his face to go to Jerusalem.
Well, actually, “set his face to go to Jerusalem” is Luke’s way of describing how Jesus 


determined to go to Jerusalem in Luke 9:51.

Here he says, 


After these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia



and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”
Verse 21 sets the path for the rest of the book of Acts.

By the end of our passage today, 

Paul will have finished going through Macedonia and Achaia.


But the focus of his comments are that he must go to Jerusalem and to Rome.
Even as Jesus had set his face to go to Jerusalem,


so now Paul resolves in the Spirit to follow his master.

Aas we saw in chapter 16, the Holy Spirit did at times direct Paul’s travels.

And it becomes clearer and clearer throughout the book of Acts 

that the Spirit is the one who is leading and directing Paul’s steps.

And so Paul sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia.

Paul has been in Ephesus for two years –



the church in Ephesus is flourishing.


Paul can rely on the elders of the church in Ephesus for all the support he needs,



so he can send his helpers ahead into Macedonia to prepare the way.

But before he leaves, there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way.
1. Demetrius’s Challenge (19:23-27)

You may recall that we saw last time that those who had believed in Jesus

after they came to faith, brought together their magic books and burned them.

This would have caused some disturbance.

It is a public rejection of their old way of life –


and a visible, tangible (indeed, economic) way of demonstrating



that they are walking down a new path.


But as more and more people are refusing to worship the old gods,


that begins to have an economic impact!

For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis,


brought no little business to the craftsmen.

These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades and said,


‘Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth.


And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia 

this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, 

saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 

And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute 

but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, 

and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, 

she whom all Asia and the world worship.’ (v24-27)
Nowadays it is easy to view Demetrius as a money-grubber 

who is only concerned for the bottom line.
And certainly the economic implications of Paul’s teaching were significant for him,


but we should take him seriously in his religious concerns as well.
After all, in the ancient world, religion, economics, and politics were not easily separated.

What we are seeing is a clash of ways.
There is the Way of Artemis and the Way of Jesus.

Artemis (perhaps better known by her Latin name, Diana) 

was the chief goddess of Ephesus.


In ancient Greece she was the goddess of the hunt,



but in Ephesus she was the goddess of fertility.
The great temple of Artemis in Ephesus was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.


One ancient writer (Philon of Byzantium) said,



"I have seen the walls and Hanging Gardens of ancient Babylon,

the statue of Olympian Zeus, the Colossus of Rhodes, 

the mighty work of the high Pyramids and the tomb of Mausolus. 

But when I saw the temple at Ephesus rising to the clouds, 

all these other wonders were put in the shade."

The temple of Artemis was twice the size of the Parthenon in Athens,


with more than twice as many pillars – all of marble.

People came from all over the world to see the great temple of Artemis –

and many of them went home with a little souvenir –


a silver shrine or statue – in memory of their visit (and in tribute to the goddess).

Demetrius is concerned that the way of Artemis is in trouble.


The way of Artemis includes worship – if Paul’s teaching continues to attract people,



then Artemis will lose worshipers,


Ephesus will lose its standing,



and the silversmiths will lose their trade.

And Demetrius is right!


The temple of Artemis was destroyed in the middle of the third century by the Goths,

and when the Christian emperor Constantine retook Ephesus in the early 4th century,



he had no interest in the rebuilding of pagan temples.

Paul’s gospel – the Way of Jesus – would result in the demise of the temple of Artemis.

Because of Paul, Ephesus lost its great Wonder,



and not only did the silversmiths lose their trade,



but eventually the city of Ephesus became a swamp.

How can I say that because of Paul, Ephesus became a swamp?

Well, if the worship of Artemis had continued to dominate the city and the region,



then even if the temple of Artemis had been destroyed by enemies,



they would have rebuilt it (after all, that had happened at least twice before!).

The Way of Christ can turn pagan cities into swamps.

(There is a lot more to the story – for instance the port of Ephesus silted up,


and so the city had to move closer to the coast)


But again, if the temple of Artemis had remained – the city would have found a way!
For Demetrius, and for many others in Ephesus,

Artemis is the Way, the Truth and the Life.


Everything in life is organized around her.
It may be that Demetrius was a scoundrel who simply used other people’s belief in Artemis


for his own financial gain,

but even if that is true, Artemis is still his bread and butter.


His life revolves around the goddess.


The Way of Artemis rules Ephesus.

And Paul has threatened that way by proclaiming the Way of Christ.
Demetrius is right in verses 26-27.

Paul has said that gods made with hands are not gods.


We read Isaiah 44 earlier.



Isaiah describes how pagan idols are constructed.



He mocks idolatry, pointing out that the idolater uses part of a tree to make an idol




and the rest of it to cook his meal and warm himself!



And they do not have the sense to say, “Shall I fall down before a block of wood?



…Is there not a lie in my right hand?”


Likewise we sang Psalm 115,


which similarly mocks idolatry as a foolish thing.


They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see.

They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell.

They have hands, but do not feels; feet, but do not walk; 

and they do not make a sound in their throat.

Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.

Not only can the idols not see, hear, speak, or walk,


but neither can those who make them – or those who trust in them.


Idolatry makes you blind, deaf and especially dumb!


(Or as Mark likes to say, “sin makes you stupid.”)

Idolatry has its root in folly and it is prolific in bearing the same sort of fruit.
Paul has shown the people of Ephesus and all Asia that the worship of Artemis is stupid.

And now the Way of Christ is threatening to have an economic impact in Ephesus.
So you might expect me to talk about what sort of economic impact 

the Way of Christ should have in South Bend.
But that is not the point of the gospel.


The Way of Christ is not about making an economic impact in the community.


After all, notice who makes a fuss about economic results?


Demetrius! The pagan silversmith.


Luke wants us to understand that our faith will have economic results.


But that is not his point.
Paul was not trying to turn Ephesus into a swamp!

He was not worried about transforming the Ephesian economy.


He was proclaiming an entirely different Way –



a road, a path, a journey – 



one that would require an entirely new orientation (neither Jewish nor Gentile).


One in which Christ was all and in all.

2. Paul’s Defense Thwarted (19:28-34)
And so when the mob fills the city with confusion

and drags Gaius and Aristarchus (Paul’s Macedonian traveling companions)


into the theater, Paul wanted to go and speak to them.
After all, he’s got a great chance to preach Christ to the whole city!


At least, that’s the way Paul sees it.


The disciples, on the other hand, say, No, Paul, if you go out there, they’ll kill you!

Gaius and Aristarchus are in trouble.


As we saw a few weeks ago, when Jason was dragged away in Thessalonica,



Jason was in little danger because he was a wealthy local.


But Gaius and Aristarchus are Macedonians – they are foreigners, 



and therefore eligible for more severe punishment.

And not only the disciples, but even some of the Asiarchs 

(that is, provincial officers for all Asia)


urge Paul to stay out of this.

This is not merely a religious debate – or even just an economic debate –


This weaves together religion, economics and politics.

Verse 32 indicates that most of the crowd had gathered out of curiosity more than anger.

Now some cried out one thing, some another,



for the assembly was in confusion, 

and most of them did not know why they had come together.
Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward.


And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd.
It’s not entirely clear what Alexander would have said.


The Jews had put him forward, so he is probably hostile to Paul.


His defense would probably have been a statement that the Jews were against Paul,


and so they should not be blamed for Paul’s teaching.

But we’ll never know what Alexander would have said!

Because when they recognized that he was a Jew, 

for about two hours they all cried out with one voice: 



Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!
3. The Town Clerk’s Response (19:35-41)
Finally the town clerk was able to quiet them.

The town clerk would have been a powerful man 

(some compare the position to the modern mayor).
He understands the situation and how to speak to the crowd:


Men of Ephesus, who is there who does not know 

that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, 

and of the sacred stone that fell from the sky?


Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, 

you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash.


For you have brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious 

nor blasphemers of our goddess.


If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, 

the courts are open, and there are proconsuls.


Let them bring charges against one another.


But if you seek anything further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly.


For we really are in danger with being charged with rioting today, 

since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.

And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.
You see in the town clerk the same sort of attitude that Gallio had in chapter 18.

He is not concerned about Paul’s teaching.

Paul may have spoken against idolatry, but he is not smashing images of Artemis



or standing on street corners condemning people who buy her image.

What the town clerk does not seem to understand, though,

is that Demetrius has understood the real challenge of Paul’s teaching.

Because while Paul is not going around blaspheming Artemis,


he is persuading Artemis worshipers to worship Jesus.

He is turning people from the Way of Artemis to the Way of Christ.


It is not nearly the “in your face” model of fundamentalist street-preachers.


But it is far more devastating to idolatry in the long run,



because it reorients the one who believes towards an entirely different way of life.

And in time, it will leave the charred remains of the glorious temple of Artemis 

at the bottom of a Turkish swamp.
What are the temples of the modern world?

Sporting arenas?


Shopping malls?


Skyscrapers?

These are the buildings that we pour our money into – our lives and devotion.


Perhaps you recall the movie, “The Planet of the Apes” 

where the Statue of Liberty is shown as a half-buried monument to a distant past.

Someday the temples of Mammon will be cast down.

But the Way of Christ will remain.

Especially at a time of year where sports arenas and shopping malls 

can play such a large place in our lives, 

I would like to remind you that the Way of Christ reveals all idolatries 

as blind, deaf and dumb.

The Way of Christ is certainly not an easy road.


As Paul has learned repeatedly – and as you and I must continue to learn! –


the Way of Christ is the way of the cross,



because it is only through many sufferings that we will enter glory.

Conclusion: Taking the Long Way – from Ephesus to Troas (20:1-6)
After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging them,

he said farewell and departed for Macedonia.
Paul had been through Macedonia once already,


but his practice (as we’ve seen before) was to return at least one further time


in order to encourage and build up the saints – 

and to make sure that all was ordered properly.

When he had gone through those regions and had given them much encouragement,

he came to Greece.

There he spent three months, and when a plot was made against him by the Jews


as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia.
Apparently the Jews blocked the way to the sea,


so Paul returned through Macedonia.

Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus from Berea, accompanied him;


and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus;


and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy;


and the Asians, Tychicus and Trophimus.
Here we catch a glimpse of Paul’s traveling presbytery 


(or perhaps his traveling seminary!)

Some of these brethren would have worked to make money for the group.

Some would likely have assisted Paul in teaching.


And all would have been studying with Paul – or better, interning with Paul –



learning from a master-teacher.

But then in verse 5 Luke shows up!

These went on ahead and were waiting for us at Troas, but we sailed away from Philippi



after the days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days we came to them at Troas,



where we stayed for seven days.
In chapter 16 “we,” including Paul and Silas, came to Philippi.


But when Paul and Silas left Philippi it was “they.”


Luke had been left in Philippi to serve the church there for several years.



Perhaps he was the first pastor of Philippi!


Now Paul shows up in Philippi,



and “we” sailed away.

Paul is on his way to Jerusalem.

He is on the road to Rome.

And that is because he is devoted to following the Way of Christ.
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