Acts 9:32-43


“Aeneas, Tabitha, Arise!”
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There is an evangelical church planting network called “Acts 29.”

What does that mean?


After all, there are only 28 chapters in the book of Acts!

Their point is that the whole history of the church is simply the next chapter in the book of Acts.


If they were saying that we could skip straight from Acts 28 to the present,



I’d be disturbed by their approach.

But they are saying that the history of the church is simply the next chapter in Acts.
You might say that we are living in the middle of Acts 29.


This helps us remember that Acts is our story.
And of course, Acts continues another story.
Because if you want to understand what Peter is doing in Acts 9,


then you need to understand Elijah and Elisha.

In our Old Testament reading, Elisha raised the Shunammite’s son.


Yes, it is pretty impressive when someone is raised from the dead.

But what is the point?

After all, as I’ve pointed out before,


raising someone from the dead just means that they are going to die again!

The Shunammite’s son, 


Tabitha (or Dorcas),


Lazarus, 



and everyone (except Jesus!) who was raised from the dead



died again.

So what is the point of raising someone from the dead?


Paul even says that being dead and with Christ is better “by far” than being alive on earth.

So why raise someone from the dead, when what they have is “better”?

To understand this we need to understand what Elijah and Elisha were doing.

Elijah was the first to bring someone back from the dead.


Elisha was the second.

Both take place in the book of Kings.

The book of Kings tells three stories:


the story of the house of David,


the story of the northern kingdom


the story of the house of Omri (Ahab).

1 Kings consists of the beginning of each of these stories.


The house of David is established through his son, Solomon, 

and Solomon builds a temple in Jerusalem,

where all Israel is to worship Yahweh.


Then the northern kingdom is established through Jeroboam,



and Jeroboam builds golden calves for shrines in Bethel and Dan,



trying to worship Yahweh apart from Jerusalem.


Then the house of Omri is established through his son, Ahab,



and Ahab builds a temple for Baal in Samaria,



where Israel is to worship Baal.

At the very heart of the book is the ministry of Elijah and Elisha.


Elijah rebukes the house of Omri/Ahab

and proclaims the coming judgment of God against Israel.


At the very center of the book of Kings is the ascension of Elijah,



as Elijah is carried up into heaven in 2 Kings 2.


Then Elisha begins his ministry,



fulfilling the work of Elijah, 



bringing to an end the house of Ahab.

So 2 Kings consists of the end of the three stories that began in 1 Kings.


The house of Ahab comes to an end and the temple of Baal is destroyed.


Then the northern kingdom comes to an end and the golden calves are destroyed.


Then the house of David comes to an end and the temple in Jerusalem is destroyed.

With that summary, you might think that the book of Kings lacks hope!

Certainly the book of Kings tells a story of the decline of Israel


from the glory of Solomon to the destruction of Jerusalem.

But there is hope.


That hope is most clearly revealed in the ministry of Elijah and Elisha.
There are lots of false hopes revealed in the book of Kings:


Can Israel hope in the prophets?



No, because Israel doesn’t listen to the prophets!


Can Israel hope in a reforming king?



No, because reforming kings die, and their sons are usually worthless!

Can Israel hope in the temple?


No, because at the end of the book the temple is destroyed!

The message of the book of Kings is that Israel is going to die.

There is nothing on earth that can save them.

Israel’s only hope is revealed in 2 Kings 4.


Israel is going to die.


Israel’s only hope is that God will raise the dead.

The latter prophets spell this out in even greater detail.


Ezekiel sees the valley of dry bones –



Israel has died!


And Israel’s only hope is if God raises the dead.

When Jesus came, Jesus raised the dead as a sign that he was the fulfillment of this promise.


To put it simply, Jesus came to raise Israel from the dead!
And so the things that we see Peter doing in Acts 9:32-43 

are the continuation of the ministry of Jesus.

As Luke said in Acts 1:1, his first book had to do with what Jesus began to do and to teach,

suggesting that this book is about what Jesus continued to do and to teach



through his apostles.

This means that what Luke is saying in the book of Acts,

is that the apostolic ministry has to do with the resurrection of Israel.

And as we will we see next week,


Israel is being expanded to include the Gentiles!

So as we go through what Peter does with Aeneas and Dorcas,


we need to hear this as Jesus’ message to us.

1. Rise, Aeneas (9:32-35)
Now as Peter went here and there among them all, 

he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda.

This is the modern city of Lod, which is a few miles from the coastal city of Joppa.

In a matter of a few years, the gospel has spread to the villages of Judea and Samaria.


There are now saints in Lydda – a small town, known for its devout Jewish community.


(In 43 AD the governor of Syria sold the inhabitants into slavery,




and in 66 AD it was burned by the Roman army on its way to Jerusalem).


So apparently there were saints in Lydda in this period (probably around 40 AD).
The word “saints” literally means “holy ones.”


In the NT a saint is simply a Christian.

You are saints.


You are holy in God’s sight because you belong to Jesus.

There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed.


And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; 


Rise and make your bed.”


And immediately he rose.
The key word in our chapter is the word “anistemi” – “to rise”


In verse 34 Peter says “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you, arise”



And Aeneas rose.


In verse 39 Peter rose and went with them.


In verse 40 Peter says “Tabitha, arise” (the exact same form of the word as in verse 34)


And in verse 41 he “raised her up.”

In other words, Peter says the same thing to both

to the paralytic Peter says, “Aeneas, arise”


and to the dead woman Peter says, “Tabitha, arise.”

Peter is coming to the lost sheep of Israel and he is proclaiming the resurrection of the dead.

Israel is paralyzed.


There is nothing that Israel can do.


Israel, in the person of Aeneas, cannot even make his bed!

The healing of the paralytic is not just a “nice” thing to do –


it is a statement of what God is doing in history through the work of Jesus.

You may remember the old Keith Green song:


“Jesus rose from the grave,



but you can’t even get out of bed!”

In the case of Aeneas, this was literally true!


And we, too, were paralyzed – unable to move.

Only God can save.


Only God can take a bedridden man and make him walk.


Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you!


Arise and make your bed.
Israel knew that only God can save.


And now Peter declares that God saves through the name of Jesus the Messiah.

God has raised Jesus from the dead,


therefore he now raises Aeneas from his bed.

And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.
And the effect of this is that “all” the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw the healed paralytic,

and “they” turned to the Lord.
This does not mean that literally “all” the residents believed –


rather it means that all the residents saw him,


and that “they” (the residents of Lydda and Sharon) turned to the Lord.
The raising of the paralytic demonstrates the power of Jesus.
And so the people turn to the Lord Jesus.

Our words are not the only thing that brings people to Christ.


People turn to the Lord Jesus when they see the power of the gospel.


And while we may not have the ability to command paralytics to be healed,



we do demonstrate the power of the gospel in our lives,


as we live before the watching world.
The stories of Aeneas and Dorcas are intimately woven together.

2. The Raising of Dorcas and Its Fruits (9:36-43)
Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.
Joppa is the ancient name for the modern city of Yafo (or Jaffa),

one of the leading ports in Israel.

She was full of good works and acts of charity.

In those days she became ill and died, 
and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room.
You may recall that when the Shunammite’s son died, she laid him in an upper room as well.

The parallel is no accident.

You are supposed to remember Elisha in this story!

Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there,


sent two men to him, urging him,



Please come to us without delay.

So Peter rose and went with them.


And when he arrived they took him to the upper room.



All the widows stood beside him weeping 
and showing tunics and other garments 
that Dorcas made while she was with them.
The faithful servant Dorcas has died.

She served others, showing mercy to many.


She worked with her hands – doing whatever she could for those in need.

If I had been there, I probably would have turned to the widows standing there and said,


Ladies, “now is the opportunity for you to carry on her ministry!”


Take this example to heart!


Remember the good and faithful Dorcas, and imitate her good works and acts of charity!
But that is not what Peter does!
But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed,


and turning to the body he said, Tabitha arise.

And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.


And he gave her his hand and raised her up.

This is what Jesus had done in Luke 8:49-54.


(In Mark 5, Mark even reports that Jesus spoke in Aramaic, “Talitha cumi”



which means, “little girl arise.”


From Talitha to Tabitha,



Luke’s hearers will hear the resemblance!

Even as Jesus raised up the little girl, so now Peter continues his work in raising this woman.
Jesus came to raise Israel from the dead.


And now he has called the twelve to continue that ministry.

In order to understand what Peter is doing,

we need to keep the flow of Aeneas and Tabitha.

Peter said to Aeneas, “Aeneas, arise.”
And now he says to Tabitha, “Tabitha, arise”


Peter has come to raise up fallen Israel.
Peter is not concerned about who will do ministry.

Peter is not concerned that Tabitha may have been carrying 

more than her fair share of the work.


That is not the point of the passage.
The point of the passage is that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead,

and so therefore in the name of Jesus, Peter is raising faithful Israel from the dead.
As we saw last time in the conversion of Saul,

the Jews were expecting that Israel would pass through suffering to glory.

And what Saul of Tarsus discovered on the road to Damascus


was that in fact it was Jesus who passed through suffering to glory—


and therefore, all who belong to Jesus must share in his sufferings and pass into his glory.

To the paralytic, Peter said, Aeneas, Jesus the Messiah heals you; arise and make your bed.
To the dead woman, Peter said, Tabitha, arise.

In the name of Jesus, the resurrected one, God is now raising up the dead.
Then calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive.


And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.


And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.
Just as in the case of Aeneas, the raising of Tabitha results in many coming to faith in the Lord.

Just as God had demonstrated through Elijah and Elisha, in the book of Kings,


Israel must die – but God will bring Israel through death into glory.


And now Peter raises up Aeneas and Tabitha 

as a demonstration that the day promised by Elijah and Elisha has come –
and all because Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God.

Conclusion: I’m fallen and I can’t get up!
But we’re not quite finished yet.

It is also important to see where Luke places these two stories—

right in between the conversion of Saul and the conversion of Cornelius.

Luke could have moved straight from the conversion of Saul 

to the conversion of the first uncircumcised Gentile.


But instead he pauses to tell us these two stories about Aeneas and Tabitha.


These two stories of people who had fallen down and could not get up.


The paralytic and the dead woman cannot rise.

That is the condition of all humanity.

Peter uses the same word to call Aeneas up from his bed and Tabitha up from the dead –


this little word “anistemi.”

In chapter 10, this same word anistemi will be used repeatedly as Jesus commands Peter to “rise”


kill and eat!

Then the Holy Spirit commands Peter to “rise” and go with the men to Cornelius (10:20).

And so Peter rose and went with them (10:23).

And most importantly, Peter will say the same thing to Cornelius that he said to Aeneas.


He will say the same thing to Cornelius that he said to the dead Tabitha.


“Rise; I too am a man.” (10:26)
Three times Peter says “anastethi” (“Arise!”)

Aeneas, anastethi!


Tabitha, anastethi!


Cornelius, anastethi!

And that message now comes to you.

Arise! O people of God!



You who are paralyzed by fear or pain,


Arise! O people of God!



You who were dead in your sins,


Arise! O people of God!



You who were outside the family of God,


Arise!

What? Rise and do what?


Get busy?


We’ve got a committee over here!?

No.

I suppose Tabitha probably went back to her faithful service in taking care of widows.


I suppose Aeneas was able to be very useful now that he was no longer paralyzed.

But the text says nothing about that!

The text says that they arose!


They heard the voice of Jesus speaking through the lips of Peter,



and they arose.

Jesus Christ heals you.


Jesus is the one who has passed through suffering and death,



and he now sits at the right hand of the Father,



and he calls to you – arise!

You were fallen, and could not get up.


You who had no power to respond,



the voice of Jesus speaks to you in the midst of your weakness, 



in the midst of your frailty,



in the midst of your death!


And the voice of Jesus calls you out of death into life.
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